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Kentucky Receives D- grade in 
Economic Status of Women 

 Poverty: Kentucky ranked in 
the bottom third of the nation 
with 16.3% of its women living 
in poverty compared to 12.7% 
for the nation. (2005)

 Education: Only 19.5% of 
women in Kentucky have at 
least a bachelor’s degree 
compared to 26.5% for the 
nation. 

 Wage Gap: The earnings ratio 
between full-time, year round 
employed women and men for 
Kentucky is 76.1% compared to 
77.0% for the nation.

_________________________
 Kentucky ranks the 5th worst 

state for women in terms of 
economic well-being, health, 
safety and education.

_________________________

 Gender: “If women received the 
same salary as men who work 
the same number of hours, 
have the same education or 
union status, are the same age, 
and live in the same region of 
the country, then their annual 
family income would rise by 
$4,000, and poverty rates 
would be cut in half.”



Women Business Ownership

 Kentucky ranks 29th in the 
nation for number of Majority 
(51% or More) Women-
Owned Firms, Employment 
and Sales.

_________________________

 132,603 Women-Owned 
Firms in Kentucky (includes 50-
50 ownership) 93,233 majority 
women-owned only

 Employing 139,266 people

 Generating more than $18 
billion in 2006

61.20%
27.30%

11.50%

Majority Men-Owned Majority Women-Owned

Equally-Owned

Kentucky Privately-Held Businesses 
(2006)

 38.8% of all privately-held firms in       
the state are 50% or greater 
Women-Owned Businesses



What is OFW doing to support WOB’s?

Our Initiative is to help raise 
the status of Kentucky 
women by supporting 

Women Owned Businesses

Women Owned Businesses 
Directory WebPages

Conversation Cafés-empower 
women; “women supporting 
women”

 Louisville Women Listserv-
News, events, announcements 
and more


